Press release

Dance Touring Partnership presents the European premiere of 
Tanja Liedtke’s award-winning Twelfth Floor 
“This brilliantly incisive and perceptive dance work is disturbing, laugh-aloud funny and tragic.” The Sydney Morning Herald, 27 May 2006

14-venue UK tour:  10 February to 27 March 2009 
London premiere: Queen Elizabeth Hall, Southbank Centre 7 & 8 March

In 2006 Tanja Liedtke presented her new dance theatre piece Twelfth Floor to spectacularly good reviews in her adopted Australia. It went on to win two Australian Dance Awards - Outstanding Achievement in Choreography and Outstanding Female Dancer for Kristina Chan. 

Set in a mysterious institution, Twelfth Floor is a darkly funny physical exploration of human interactions in confinement. Characters emerge and unravel in what Liedtke described as “a landscape in which we become confined observers, sometimes searching for exits, sometimes happy to remain”.  Five extraordinary performers – who have worked with Australian Dance Theatre and DV8, among others - play out shifting relationships of desire and power, of hope and despair. A rich mix of dance, theatre, movement, video and DJ Tr!p’s moody electronica makes a sophisticated and original work, shifting effortlessly from tender lyricism to brooding menace to explosive physicality. 
In August 2007, at the age of 29, Liedtke was accidentally killed in a road accident. She had been about to take up the prestigious position of Artistic Director of Sydney Dance Company.  Previously she had been a leading dancer with Australian Dance Theatre and had toured the UK with DV8’s Just for Show. The remount of Twelfth Floor is being directed by Liedtke’s partner in life and business, and the creative co-ordinator of her work, Sol Ulbrich, and is in part a celebration of Liedtke’s life and career.
Twelfth Floor’s five dancers, Liedtke’s original cast, are Anton, Kristina Chan, Julian Crotti, Amelia McQueen and Paul White. Design is by Gaelle Mellis, lighting design by Gus Macdonald and video by Closer Productions. Dramaturgy is by Joshua Tyler.
www.twelfthfloortour.co.uk 

Press contact Sue Lancashire or Martha Oakes on 020 8854 5460 / 07798 626555 / martha.oakes@btconnect.com 
Notes to editors 

1. Tanja Liedtke was born in Germany. She studied at the International Ballet Centre, Madrid, Elmhurst Ballet School, UK and graduated from Ballet Rambert School in London before taking residence in Australia in 1997. Tanja danced with Australian Dance Theatre under the directorship of Garry Stewart. In 2003 she joined DV8 Physical Theatre to perform in the Channel 4 film and European tour of The Cost of Living. She featured in the development and international tour of their later work Just for Show. Tanja’s choreographic works for the ADT Ignition Seasons, To My Suite and Forever You, both received a Dance Australia Critic’s Choice for most promising choreography. Her final work, construct, touring the US in Spring 2009, received two Helpmann awards in 2008: Best Choreography and Best Male Dancer (Paul White).  Tanja has also created works for Akademie des Tanzes in Germany, Tasdance, (Always Building, 2006 Tasmanian tour) and De Anima Ballet Contemporaneo in Brazil. 
2. A Foundation has been set up in Liedtke’s name.  For more information, visit www.tanja-liedtke-foundation.org.
3. Twelfth Floor was originally devised through a choreographic Fellowship at The Australian Choreographic Centre, Canberra. Its final development and tour were produced by Performing Lines for Mobile States: Touring Contemporary Performance, Australia in association with the Adelaide Festival Centre’s iNSPACE Programme.
4. This project has been assisted by the Australian Government through the Australia Council, its arts funding and advisory body, and by the South Australia Government through Arts SA.
5. UK tour supported by the National Lottery through Arts Council England. 
6. Dance Touring Partnership is a consortium of regional middle-scale venues, working together to build audiences for dance through the presentation of exciting and engaging international and British work.
8 December 2008 
Tanja Liedtke’s Twelfth Floor
Spring Tour 2009 Listings information 

Tuesday 10 & Wednesday 11 February at 7.30pm
Warwick Arts Centre, Coventry

Box office 024 7652 4524

www.warwickartscentre.co.uk
Saturday 14 February at 7.30pm
Northern Stage, Newcastle


Box office 0191 230 5151

www.northernstage.co.uk
Tuesday 17 February at 8pm
Eden Court, Inverness

Box office 01463 234234

www.eden-court.co.uk
Friday 20 February at 8pm
macrobert, Stirling

Box office 01786 466666

www.macrobert.org
Monday 23 February at 7.45pm
Wyvern Theatre, Swindon

Box office 01793 524481

www.wyverntheatre.org.uk
Thursday 26 February at 8pm
Nottingham Playhouse

Box office 0115 941 9419

www.nottinghamplayhouse.co.uk
Tuesday 3 March

Brighton Corn Exchange at 8pm
Box office 01273 709709

www.brightondome.org
Saturday 7 March at 7.45pm & Sunday 8 March at 6pm
Queen Elizabeth Hall, London

Box office 0871 663 2500

www.southbankcentre.co.uk
Tuesday 10 March at 7.30pm
Lighthouse, Poole

Box Office 0844 406 8666

www.lighthousepoole.co.uk
Friday 13 March at 8pm
Hall for Cornwall, Truro

Box office 01872 262466

www.hallforcornwall.co.uk
Tuesday 17 March

Royal & Derngate, Northampton at 7.30pm
Box office 01604 624811

www.royalandderngate.co.uk
Thursday 19 March

Wycombe Swan, High Wycombe at 7.30pm
Box office 01494 512000

www.wycombeswan.co.uk
Tuesday 24 March at 8pm
Sherman, Cardiff 

Box office 029 2064 6900

www.shermancymru.co.uk
Friday 27 March at 7.30pm
Oxford Playhouse

Box office 01865 305305

www.oxfordplayhouse.com
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